Affiliated Clubs

Richmond Rabbit Breeders Association
North Carolina Cavy Breeders Association
Charleston Fancy Rabbit Breeders Association
Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breeders Association
Mid Atlantic Dwarf Hotot Club
Delmarva Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association
Blue Ridge Rabbit & Cavy Club
National Capital Rabbit Breeders Association
Carroll County Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Asso, Inc.
Lebanon Valley Rabbit Breeders Association
Lebanon County 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Club
Majestic Mini Rex Specialty Club
Southern Pride Rabbit & Cavy Club
Baltimore & Howard Co. R&CBA
Chesapeake Regional Dutch Breeders Association
Color Me Dwarf Club
South Jersey Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Assoc.
York Co. Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association
Butler Bunni Bunch
Mason Dixon Rex RBA
Finger Lakes Rabbit Breeders Association
Butler Co. Rabbit Breeders
Delaware Valley R&CBA
Apple Country Rabbit Club
Dauphin County 4-H Youth Club
Westmoreland County Rabbit Club of PA
Cayuga Lake Area Rabbit & Cavy Club

www.marcshows.com
Board of directors

President: Brian Bell - marcspres@gmail.com
Vice President: Lori Jo Whitehaus - ljwhitehaus@gmail.com
Secretary: Jay Hreiz - secretary@marcshows.com
Treasurer: Charlene Everette - ckshair@charter.net

Directors:
Ruth-Ann Bell - ruthann.sbfarms@gmail.com
Stephen Trent - stephentrent@cox.net
Brenda Smith - narrowgatefarm@msn.com
Mary Ellen Stamets - mrabbit67@yahoo.com
Melissa Deitrich -Fuzzibuttsrabbitryandcaviary@gmail.com
Committee chairs
Convention: Brian Bell - marcspres@gmail.com
Election: Angie Shaw - angieshaw@comcast.net
Constitution: To be appointed
Communications: Michelle Forry - mlganassi@yahoo.com
Merchandise: To be appointed
Shows: Glenn Ganassi - GlennG-MARCS@zoominternet.net
Website: Alexa Bixel - auroralexdesigns@gmail.com
D9 Youth Contest Teams: Ruth-Ann Bell - ruthann.sbfarms@gmail.com & Gerry Vaerewyck - gv@vere.com
Show Advice Committee: Ruth-Ann Bell

Newsletter

Membership expired:
Mid Atlantic Tan Club
Mid Atlantic Lop Club
North Carolina Rabbit Breeders Association
Southeast Fuzzy Lop Club
Mid Atlantic Satin RBA
Southern Flemish Giant RSC
Tidewater RBA
Hare Raisers 4-H Youth Club
Lehigh Valley R&CBA
Mid-Jersey Rabbit & Cavy Breeders
Mid Atlantic Cavy Breeders Association
Eastern States Polish Rabbit Club
Niagara Frontier Rabbit Club

info

The officials MARCS newsletter prints the 15th of March,
June, September and December. Content and advertising
deadlines are the 20th of the month prior to publication.
To submit an article or ad contact Michelle Forry at mlganassi@yahoo.com or 814-521-9320.
Advertising Rates:
$20 Full Page
$10 Half Page
$5 Quarter Page
The MARCS logo is the property of MARCS and may not
be duplicated or used without the express permission of
MARCS.

NEED TO RENEW?
Send membership forms to
Dr. Jay Hreiz,
MARCS Secretary
2604 Country Club Lane.
Charlotte, NC 28214
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Hailey vision, leadership made D9
convention dream a reality
(Editor’s note: MARCS founding board member Peg
Hailey decided not to seek re-election in 2015.The
MARCS board would like to dedicate this issue of the
MARCS Memo to everything she did for the organization.)

This edition of the MARCS Newsletter is dedicated to Peg Hailey. When I was asked about
adding some words and thoughts about her, I
couldn’t help but getting misty eyed. Peg is one
of the main reasons that I am where I am today.
I tried to write everything down about what this
woman means to me, but it started to look like a
novel. She has had such a vital impact in my life
in ways that she will probably never know. It is
because of Peg that I am a judge, District Director, so involved in various capacities with various
rabbit and cavy organizations, and ultimately am
married to the man that shares many of my same
passions. She has always been an encouraging
person who with the littlest word causes a person
to strive to be better. A voice of reason and wisdom, she is able to give a perspective that is so
highly valued. So without turning my thoughts into
a long anthology, I will keep this as brief as possible, and say, thank you, Peg, for all that you have
done and continue to do for the hobby. I love you
for who you are as a person and for all that you
have done for not only myself, but for the rabbit
and cavy community.
— Ruth-Ann Bell

By MICHELLE FORRY

I

t’s hard to believe that a few decades before history
was made at the 90th ARBA Convention in District
9, the home state did not even have a statewide club.
But that was before Peg Hailey got involved.
“The whole area was being built up and a lot of people
were showing rabbits,” said Peg’s daughter Becky Kallatch.
“That made it possible. She would say ‘wouldn’t it be
nice if we had (the convention) here.”
Peg started in rabbits in 1982. She was born in Brooklyn and raised in Germantown. Once Peg moved to the
county she wanted a farm.
When Becky was about 12 years old her mom brought
home the newest member of the farm, a Checkered Giant, and proclaimed that they were now raising rabbits.
(Continued on Page 4)
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(Continued from Page 4)
“I wish I had a photo of that day,” she said. “I can still
see it in my head. The expression she had when she said
we were raising rabbits.”
Becky said the announcement took her off guard.
“She said ‘these are Checkered Giant rabbits and I am
going to raise and show rabbits,’” she recalled.
Peg would not only get her family involved in rabbits,
but also her foster children as well.
“She would first take them to shows and they would
pick out the type of rabbit,” she said. “We had all kinds
of animals for these kids. Foster children do not really
get involved in school, don’t go out for sports. This is
a way for a kid to win without a lot of pressure on the
kid’s performance. It gave them a boost of confidence.
That is the way my mom looked at it.”
Peg also helped out the 4-H kids by giving them rabbits, including Eric Stewart, Becky recalled.
“That would get them started,” she said. “She felt animals being a part of people’s lives is healthy.”
It was fitting that the 90th convention was held in the
place that inspired the start of the Pennsylvania State
Rabbit Breeders Association – the Pennsylvania Farm
Show Complex.
(Continued on Page 5)

Peg Hailey can sit at a meeting and listen to the
debate go on and on. But when she finally gets
her turn and speaks her wise, concise opinion,
everyone listens and we’re ready to vote. Peg’s
vision for the world of rabbit and cavy clubs is
well-known by those of us lucky enough to work
with her on boards or committees. She speaks
softly but with much thought put into her words.
She is very patient and the youth love her. Peg
is a fantastic showmanship judge and the youth
feel quite comfortable and reassured in her presence. She started the Rabbit & Cavy Bowl and
Skillathon at the PA State 4-H Achievement Days
and we are all proud to keep that program growing. Peg has been a wonderful help to our family
as both Tori and Julie have come to know her
very well. I feel that they have become part of
her “quiver”. How lucky is that! Personally, as
the Farm Show co-chair, I have been working
with Peg for about 15 years to grow and shape
that event that she started. Dedicating this issue
to Peg Hailey gives me this opportunity to say
Thank You to a very inspiring woman.
Love ya, Peg.
— Lori Jo Whitehsus
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(Continued from Page 4)
Becky said her mother, who often had foster kids,
would take them to the Pennsylvania Farm Show. At
that time there was one thing missing – rabbits. But
then Peg saw then-Gov. Robert Casey walking through
the complex.
“She positioned herself in a long line so she would
be able to see him and she called out really loud ‘Gov.
Casey don’t you think it would be nice if we had rabbits
at the Pennsylvania Farm Show.’”
Casey responded that he used to raise rabbits and a
staff member gave her the information. A statewide
club was needed to have rabbits as a commodity.
Becky said that her mom started having meetings with
friends and PaSRBA was formed 25 years ago.
According to Becky, that is her mom’s style.
“My mom has always been the one that if you need
to have something she goes and figures out how to do
it,” she said. “The 4-H club needed a judge so she went
and got her judge’s license. The 4-H club needed a cavy
judge so she went and got her cavy license. 4-H needed
a poultry technician so she got her license.”
Becky said her mother worked hard to keep the interest in PaSRBA.
“She always says that a lot of people were involved
and that kept it going,” she said. “At one point they
thought it was going to collapse. But she always found
a way to encourage people to get involved.”
And when a group of people started talking about
bringing the convention back to District 9, Peg was
ready to get involved. Becky said that her mom started
talking about having a convention in D9 for about 10
years before MARCS made History Await in the Keystone State.
Becky said that her mom thought that D9 would be
able to get numbers similar to the conventions in the
middle of the country.
“She kind of waited and talked to people along the
way,” she recalled.
Becky said that with Brian and Ruth-Ann Bell, Lori
Jo Whitehaus and Jay Hreiz, involved, her mother was
confident it truly was the time.
“It really happened because she talked about it and
people felt it would be possible,” she said.
Becky said her mom was very excited when she found
out that MARCS officially received the bid.
Having the 90th Convention dedicated to her was a
huge honor, Becky said.
“She couldn’t believe she was getting that honor,”
Becky said.
(Continued on Page 6)

I have not known Peg as long as most of you. I
really got to know her best when working with the
MARCS team for our past ARBA convention in
PA. Peg is such a sweet heart. We always loved
having her judge for us down in NC.
— Brenda Smith

“If I recall correctly, I first met Peg Hailey in 1989
or so. It was at the Penn State Achievement Days
and I was the only rabbit participant from my
county and competed in the Rabbit Skillathon.
Peg was so kind to me and sparked a fire in me
for the rabbit hobby and prompted me to join PaSRBA. Although Peg is too humble to acknowledge
this truth- Peg Hailey was the individual who quite
literally changed my life by feeding my passion for
rabbits and ARBA. Yes, you can all blame Peg!
Larry and Peg have always been fiercely supportive of youth programs not to mention mentoring young people both through the fancy but also
welcoming them into their home. They are sincere
altruists who genuinely care only to help and
support in any way that they can. I attribute so
much of the success of PaSRBA and the growth
of the rabbit-cavy fancy in D9 to their mentoring
efforts and guidance over the years. No one can
debate that Peg had a hand in every bit of the
progress realized in our region; we have all been
empowered and impacted by this remarkable
woman. Every success realized in our organization is a direct result of the careful attention paid
to Peg’s “quiver” (Psalm 127), empowering others
and even when we’ve faltered she always offers
a supportive hand up. Consider how many of our
youth royalty have remained in the association
into adulthood and now serve in volunteer rolesthis is nothing short of amazing! I am the man I
am today as a direct result of Peg Hailey allowing me to be an “arrow in her quiver”; educating
me, spanking me when necessary, then guiding
me in the right direction, validating my successes
and offering alternatives to my deficits. How different my life may have been had this kind lady
not taken the time to reach out to a random, wide
eyed, freckle faced urchin so many years ago. We
are all blessed to know you and you live in each
of our hearts, words alone cannot express our
deep appreciation to you and Larry!”
— Eric Stewart, ARBA Executive Director
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(Continued from Page 5)
Becky recalls George Long becoming emotional at the
ceremony.
“I felt so proud of her,” she said. “I loved hearing what
everyone else said about her. You know what goes on.
You hear all these people say these things about your
mom. It’s kind of funny. You don’t really think that way
until someone else says it.”
George, who was also honored with Peg at the convention, admits that he had some doubts the district
would see a convention. Becky said he would tell Peg
“you know what goes into those shows.”
George said that Peg is one of those people who knows
who they can count on for help.
“We have been lucky with the project she has picked
up,” he said. “The national convention was one of them.
She is a good person to work with.”
George said he was not surprised when the MARCS
Board formed and Peg was eager to represent Pennsylvania.
“She’s always been willing to step forward and take
on a challenge,” he said.
George said that Peg is a successful leader because she
always speaks from knowledge.
“When you do that it does make it much easier to rally
people to get things done,” he said. “2013 was a cause
and it helps to rally people to get things done. With her
years of experience she was able to pull the troops together. She never walks into a meeting blind. She always has the information she needs so people under-

As long as I can remember Peg Hailey has been
involved with rabbits and cavies. When I was a
4Her, Peg would judge our shows. I always enjoyed watching Peg judge cavies. She just had a
nature talent for it.
— Mary Ellen Stamets

stand. That’s the reason she does as well as she does.”
George said that her resiliency after going through
personal tragedy is inspiring.
“All those little experiences could really break a person,” he said. “You get to understand how strong of a
person she is and how strong the Hailey family is. I
think that is what makes her such a success – the fact
that she has such a strong family behind her.”
Becky said that her mother’s decision to step down
from the MARCS board was difficult.
“She didn’t make it for a long time,” she said. “It was
a hard thing for her to do.”
While she may no longer be on the board Becky said
that her mom is ready for history to repeat in 2018.
“She wants it to be something D9 does on a regular
basis,” she said. “She thinks we have some of the best
people in the country and we put on one of the best
shows.”
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MARCS President’s Report

conjunction with Fur and Feathers) and
specialty shows at PaSRBA Contention.
All shows went very well and it was great
to see many of you there. I am sure Glenn
Ganassi (GlennG-MARCS@zoominternet.net) will have further details in the
Show Committee report.
The MARCS Board will not meet as
planned in February due to scheduling
conflicts.
I will be looking for a time in March
when we can reschedule this meeting. The
Board does have some open business to discuss so you
can look for minutes of the meeting in the next newsletter.
In the meantime, stay connected with us between issues with the MARCS Facebook page (https://www.
facebook.com/MARCSSHOWS).
We are always looking for new ideas and feedback.
Please feel free to contact me or any of your Board
members at any time with any questions or suggestions.
Hope to see you at the upcoming shows.

Hello everyone,
As you can see this issue of the MARCS
Memo is dedicated to Peg Hailey. Peg is
a special lady to us in MARCS. She was
a founding board member and director
of MARCS and has continued to provide
guidance to the club and board even after
her term ended last year. Be sure to read
the many comments and articles about Peg
in this exciting issue and thank Peg for her
service to MARCS as well as the entire
rabbit and cavy hobby.
Our Convention Bid preparations continue and the bid
committee has a great booth at PaSRBA Convention to
share information and gather support. Please see LJ’s
report for many more details on how you can support
this effort and become involved. We are all very excited
to have the opportunity to bring the ARBA Convention
back to D9 and will need everyone’s support as we
move forward with our second Convention bid.
We had a busy few months with recent MARCS shows
which were held December 12 in Harrisburg, PA (in

Upcoming MARCS Events
MARCS Specialty

shows at

NCRBA

Come

see us at the

MARCS Booth

April 2
Netherland Dwarf/ Jersey Wooly Nationals

April 3
Mini Lop and Mini Rex OPEN Only.
$4.00 pre-entry, $6.00 day of show.

April 2-3
North Carolina State Convention

$2.00 Fur
Secretary Glenn Ganassi

April 29-30
Ohio Mini Convnetion

561 Renee Circle
Mount Pleasant PA 15666
Mail deadline – postmark Saturday March

We will be adding dates soon.

26th.
Email Wednesday March 30th 9:00 PM.

Visit us to find out you can help bring the
ARBA Convention back to D9

glenng-marcs@zoominternet.net
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MARCS Vice President’s/Bid Chair Report
The MARCS Bid Committee is in full
the bid itself. We met with Penny Brady
from the Hershey Harrisburg Regional
swing for the October 2016 presentation to
Visitors Bureau and Sharon Atland from
the ARBA Board. Huge applause goes to
Michelle Forry, Deb Schmittel, Tori Perry
the PA Farm Show Complex to continue
and Peggy Schaeffer-Montgomery for the
with the details regarding the facility,
fantastic booth at the recent PaSRBA Conhousing, transportation, tours, setup/tear
down, parking, banquets and security. Folvention where we had quite a few givelow our Facebook page for up-to-date inaways and offered an opportunity for our
members to share their memories of the
formation on the process.
2013 convention on video.
There is another club also preparing a bid
Many thanks to Glenn Ganassi for ensurfor the 2018 convention.
ing that someone was present at all times
While we are fully aware of their exciteto answer questions.
ment as they prepare for the bid, we are focused on
We distributed Save the Date cards and #D9for2018 our own event and looking to improve upon our 2013
buttons and stickers and we have started collecting efforts.
names of volunteers who are ready to help make his- Want to get involved?
tory repeat. How sweet is that! We do have a new logo You’re in! There are spots available for everyone.
for the 2018 proposal and will be revealing that with Let’s work together to make history repeat in 2018.

MARCS Secretary’s Report
The 90th ARBA Convention was less than three years ago and we are actively working on preparing a bid for the 95th ARBA Convention. This should tell you two things:
#1 time flies! And #2 the process to host an ARBA Convention is a long and drawn out
process.
For the first time in many years, we will actually have competition from another group
vying to host the convention in Massachusetts. Friendly competition is what makes this
hobby fun. Please keep this in mind when others ask you about the upcoming bid. We
all wish them the best of luck in their endeavors, however we will strive to make our
competing bid the more attractive of the two. Many of our club charters are now renewed thanks to a big membership push at the end of the year. I would like to personally
thank Glenn Ganassi and Michelle Forry for helping us with these renewables.
History is sweet when it repeats!

Fuzzibutt’s Rabbitry & Caviary
Melissa Deitrich
English & Giant Angoras
Coronet’s, Peruvians and Silkies
fuzzibutts.com
fuzzibuttsrabbitryandcaviary@gmail.com
302-670-9912
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MARCS Treasurer’s Report
and get a better handle on how and what
we need to fly. Please send all experiences
good or bad to them. Only with your input
can they try to keep our rates low and make
flying reasonable.
After a freezing weekend with temperatures in the teens and high 20’s and here it is
Tuesday and 65 here in Virginia. No wonder my wool breed doesn’t know to keep a
coat or start molting. Great is babies are due
because of the warmer weather.
If you are just getting into Rabbits for District 9 or any other District for that fact and I can help
locate stock let me know and I know after show for 35
years I might know a few folks in the area. Don’t forget to explore the ARBA website, ARBA.net, for local
shows in your area should you like to attend a show.
Well since the ground hog saw his shadow and some
area said six more weeks of winter and other predicted
and early spring.
So I either have 4 four weeks of this weird weather or
spring is around the corner.
Be careful as you travel and be prepared for the unexpected. I always have munchies, water, blanket and
pillow in the truck just in case we get stranded with a
storm that comes out of nowhere.
Best to All and hope to see you at OHIO mini convention in May, will be my next big show weekend.

Here in Virginia our weather has been
so strange. 60-70 degree end of December and then we generally get snow middle of January. Well is missed it chance.
However in different part of the world
they have had back to back snow storms,
blizzard and more dumped everyday it
seemed like.
By the time you get this PASRBA will
be done and over. What a whirlwind
weekend. MARCS announced its bid
to prepare for 2018 ARBA Convention.
Wouldn’t that be fun? We had such a great time, lots of
aisle room, you get down for unloading and mobility
was wider than we were used to.
We had a nice area for blowing our wool breeds but a
few changes for space need to be considered.
Want to help us if we are approved for the Bid, contact
Lori Jo. We can use people to set up, tear down, check
in, sell merchandise, etc.
We are excited and really would like to have it back
on the East Coast. I’m guilty of forgetting how much
expense and time our friends spent traveling to the East
Coast if not a drivable distance to Convention coming
from the west. It seems Airlines are not flying rabbits
and it getting harder and harder to find someone without paying a premium fee.
Our Airline committee is working with airlines to try

MARCS Director’s Report: NC, SC
Hi Everyone: We had a great time at the PaSRBA show in February. We saw lots of
people who came up from the SE for the show, plus we love hanging out with our northern friends. If was so good to see so many people wearing pins and stickers supporting
MARCS bid for Convention.
We are busy in North Carolina getting thing together for our state convention April 2
& 3. This year we have had to move it to a the floor of the actual coliseum, so if you are
coming to show with us look for the coliseum building on the same grounds.
Have a good spring show season,
Brenda Smith
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MARCS Director’s Report: PA
Happy almost spring, everyone!
The past few months seem to have been
quite busy in PA with MARCS shows. On
the heels of our annual October double
show weekend held in conjunction with
the Lebanon Valley Rabbit Breeders, came
a new double open show that was held
in conjunction with the Dauphin County
Youth Club’s double youth show in December. While I was unable to attend due
to judging in Japan, I have heard nothing
but positive reports from this show.
What I think I love the most about this show was that
while the open show had a secretary that is an open
exhibitor, the lovely and talented Tori Perry, the rest of
the show was youth run under the advisement of Brian
Bell and Lori Jo Whitehaus.
These kids are really starting to step up to the plate
and are learning how to run a well-organized show.
Kudos to these kids for their enthusiasm and drive!
Some of these youth are already committed to helping
with the 2018 bid effort, as well.
Speaking of the bid effort, MARCS had a beautiful
booth at the PaSRBA Convention in February. PaSRBA drew record crowds yet again so many were able
to walk past and take note of our passion for yet another
National Convention to be held in Harrisburg, PA.
Thank you to everyone who helped to make this
booth happen! Karen Callahan headed up our specialty
show component of the weekend with 1620 animals
entered in the MARCS hosted specialty shows alone.
The PaSRBA weekend shows what our team is capable

of handling as large numbers of animals
and exhibitors hop their way to Lebanon
each year. Based on data collected as folks
were entering day of show, it estimated
that around 17,000 entries were handled
by judges in the PaSRBA and various specialty shows.
This is truly a convention sized show in
terms of the number of animals, organized
by a truly dedicated team.
I hope that youth and their parents
throughout PA have registered to attend
the annual Westmoreland County Rabbit School. One
of the classes revolves around the bid and how you can
get involved with the potential 2018 Convention in
Harrisburg.
Even if you are not attending this class, please think
about how you would like to get involved. Many hands
make for lighter work for all! There is also a sense of
“hometown pride” as we endeavor to bring the convention back to D-9. This is truly a district wide convention and we are looking for help from throughout the
district. We have many talented individuals throughout
the district and we would love to plug you in to the
area that you are interested in helping. Please feel free
to contact our bid chair, Lori Jo Whitehaus or General
Co-chairs, Brian Bell or myself with questions on how
you can get involved.
Wouldn’t it be sweet if you were a part of history?
I believe this is all that I have from PA at the moment.
I hope to see you at shows this spring!
Until next time, many blessings!

MARCS Director’s Report: WV, VA - - No Report
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MARCS Director’s Report: MD, DE, DC
neuter if they feel the need to just produce
pets. I make it very clear that owning rabbits and cavies is a hobby expense and
very rarely does anyone make a profit.
The expense of owning just a pet includes
(housing, feed, feeder, water, hay, treats/
supplements, health expenses (wormers,
emergencies, etc.). Not to mention a litter
can be hard to raise, heart breaking and an
added work load.
Often dedicated breeders end up holding a whole litter for months to see who
their next show animal will be. Responsible breeders
are prepared to house and care for the animals that they
produce for the life of the animal if they cannot find a
home for it or they will humanely cull it.
I am excited to see spring shows just around the corner. The Pitchfork’s & Bucket’s 4-H Club will be hosting a single All-Breed Youth Show as well as a Open
Cavy Show and numerous Open Specialty Clubs in
Cape May Court House, NJ on March 19th. The Chesapeake Cavy Club will try for the 2nd time to hold its
first Double Cavy Show in Phoenix, MD on March 26

All baby bunnies and piggy’s are hard to
resist, and “cute” which can cloud ones
judgement.
To breed or not to breed is the question.
Often times I am contacted by phone or
email by various individuals who recently purchased rabbits or cavies from other
breeders (some show, others who do not)
wanting information on how to breed there
newly purchased animals.
I always start my correspondences with
“what are you goals with breeding a litter”? Do you want to show, have fiber bunnies, meat
rabbits, or have pets, etc.? I then encourage them to
visit the ARBA website and order a Standard of Perfection.
Once I have a response to what their goals are I try to
assist them the best that I can. Whether it be encouraging them to join or contact a specific national or local
club.
Attend an upcoming show to get a feel for things or
to discourage them from breeding just for the sake of
breeding rabbits or cavies. I normally suggest spay or

MARCS Director’s Report: NJ, Foreign, non ARBA D9
into this show by the Show Committee.
Weather in New Jersey has been playing
Hats off to the Show Committee.
havoc on the rabbits.
I came across many members showing
I cannot wait until weather calms down.
for the first time at PaSRBA.
My rabbits’ coats are a complete mess.
Paw Prints 4-H Double Open Double Youth
Some had that deer in the headlights
look.
ARBA Rabbit show had to be cancelled
due to blizzard. The show is rescheduled
It certainly can be an overwhelming exfor April 16, 2016. I remember in the old
perience if you do not know what to expect ahead of time.
days rabbit shows were like the mailman
nothing stopped them. Well now a days the
Fortunately, we have many members
willing to help those with a little less
weather also stops the mailman. Better safe
show experience. It was wonderful to see
than sorry.
Pennsylvania State Convention was a big success. It the youth turnout.
was very obvious how much time and work was put Already looking forward to next year’s show.

Running for MARCS Office?

Secretary, Vice President and even numbered Directors are up for election
Petitions are due March 15.
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MARCS Show Coordinator
Another PaSRBA show is in the books.
Show Arena.
That booth had a lot of visitors with a lot
What a wonderful event! It is fun, educaof enthusiasm for bringing the convention
tional and tiring.
The show was well run and well orgaback to D-9 in 2018.
nized, as always. MARCS hosted 51 speNext on the show agenda for MARCS
cialty shows!
is hosting Mini Lop & Mini Rex specialty shows at the North Carolina Rabbit
A huge THANK YOU to Karen Callahan
Breeders Association show on April 3rd in
for taking on the role of show secretary
and doing an outstanding job!
Greensboro, NC.
MARCS also had an information booth
Here’s hoping that everyone has full nest
to spread the word that we are bidding to
boxes this spring! This year started with a
have the 2018 National convention back
great show and there is no reason to think
in Pennsylvania.
that won’t continue.
There were drawings for prizes, buttons, stickers, in- Don’t forget that MARCS is available work with any
formation cards and other informational literature about shows in District 9 that would like to add a specialty
Hershey, Harrisburg and the area surrounding the Farm show to their lineup. Just contact me!

Ask the MARCS Show Advice Committee
own catalog to make sure it is as error free
as possible? Has it been updated from previous years? Have you sent it either physically or via an electronic version to your
judges? Remember that this is an ARBA
mandate that catalogs be sent to the judges
within 2 weeks of the show.
For exhibitors, I ask, have you read the
catalogs for the shows that you intend to
exhibit? Do you ignore this vital piece
of information and either go to the show
without really reading it? Or do you go to
social media to ask questions of the masses that could
either be answered by reading the catalog or going to
those individuals listed in the catalogs? Most importantly, have you read through both the ARBA Show
Rules and the show’s additional show rules? There are
many important pieces of information found within this
area alone that will help folks to have a more enjoyable
show experience.
From my experience, this is an area where both exhibitors and shows, alike, can improve upon. I challenge you
within the coming year to take the time to really stop and
read the catalogs and help us all to have a more pleasurable show experience. Until next time, I will be looking
for questions and comments from folks on how MARCS
can better serve our shows in the area!

The MARCS Board has tasked me with
being chair of a committee to help clubs
grow their shows or to help questions on
how to make their shows better. Across
the district, we have talented individuals
who are able to have an impact on shows
in immeasurable ways. So for this first
edition where this committee is debuted
to clubs, I want to first ask clubs: what
is it that you want to exhibitors to know
about shows that will help to make them
better? On the flip side, exhibitors: what
do you want shows to consider as they put on a show?
In coming editions, I will post questions and answers
that will help both shows and exhibitors alike to have
a more positive showing experience. Please feel free to
contact me at ruthann.sbfarms@gmail.com with your
questions/comments to be considered as a part of this
column.
With the purpose of this task in mind, for the first article I would like you all to ponder the importance of
the show catalog. This is the single most important way
that a show communicates its information to exhibitors.
For clubs, I ask, how effective is your catalog? Is it complete with the vital information that exhibitors need to
make informed decisions and plan for an enjoyable experience? Have you thoroughly read and proofed your
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Udovich brothers
ready to defend
ANDRC titles
By MICHELLE FORRY

Maryland brothers Joey and Jacob Udovich are
preparing to defend their American Netherland
Dwarf Rabbit Club titles.
The brothers currently serve as Duke and Prince
respectably.
Joey, 14, explained that he got into rabbits when
he was 8 years old. His parents purchased a Holland
Lop at the Montgomery County fair.
In reality, he wanted a dog.
“My parents said if I was able to take care of a
rabbit I would be able to take care of a dog. I never
wanted a dog since then. I just wanted to raise rabbits.”
Joey decided that he liked Netherland Dwarfs.
They also have Florida Whites and New Zealands
for meat pens.
But Joey enjoys raising dwarfs.
“I just love them,” he said. “There are so many
varieties, so many types I can experiment with. I
just love the competition in it trying to raise one
to perfection and I love meeting new people in the
ANDRC.”
Along with his ANDRC titles he also finished 3rd
Runner-Up in the 2013 ARBA Prince competitions
and was 1st Runner-Up Duke at the 2015 ARBA
Convention.
He has also won showmanship at the Montgomery

County Fair for the past 6 years.
Joey said that he is anxiously awaiting dwarf nationals in Lancaster and is hoping to also travel to
the ARBA Convention in California.
“It’s a new experience and the fact is that it involves my hobby, something I really love to do and
spend lots of time on. I just like going out there
working hard and trying to be the best I can be.”
His goal for this year is to raise 1 or 2 successful
meat pens and 2 or 3 litters of Netherland Dwarfs in
the shaded and himalayan varieties.
“I would really like to keep improving on my next
interview scores and judging and breed ID,” he said.
Joey credits Tom Fitzpatrick and Connie Blaine
for helping him with his dwarfs.
(Continued on Page 14)
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Udovich

(Continued from Page 13)
“I’m not doing it alone,” he said. “I am doing it
with a lot of friends which is just a great experience. It makes it fun for me.”
Joey would also like to become a registrar some
day.
“Maybe one day if I really keep improving I might
want to become a judge,” he said. “Which would be
incredible.”
Jacob, 11, said he also enjoys participating in both
ARBA and ANDRC royalty contests. He is undefeated in ANDRC and won 3rd and 4th runner up
for ARBA Prince.
“It’s just fun and it’s exciting to see what new

types of breeds” he said. “You can always find
which breed fits you the best and how many different varieties there are.”
Jacob said that he enjoys listing to the judges’
comments about his animals.
“I like to listen to the feedback that they give so I
know what I can work on with the rabbits and
I can learn everything about what I can need to do
better for my animals,” he said.
Jacob said he is not showing at dwarf nationals, he
is exciting to see how Joey’s rabbits place.
“I would like to see the other types of rabbits and
watch how my brother does and see all the different
breeders.”
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Congrats to the 2016 PaSRBA Court
and Youth Contest Winners
ROYALTY COMPETITION
(first 3 places)
Queen:
1 - ErinComp
2 - Shirlann Harmon
3 - JessaRaab

3 - Cassandra O’Shell

King:
1 - Andrew Miles

Lady:
1 - Riley Werner
2 - Abigail Bell
3- Olivia Morrison

Duchess:
1 - Madison Shaw
2- Madelyn Morrison
3 - DeannaJohns
Duke:
1 - Jacob Bell
Princess:
1 - MolliLyn Petro
2 - Samantha Mart

Prince:
1 - Caleb Bell
2 - Isaac Bell
3 - Eli Bell

Lord:
1 - Levi Bell
BREED ID
(First 5 places)
Pre-Junior:
1 - Levi Bell
2- Riley Werner
3- Abigail Bell
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4 - Addyson Blatt
5- Skorah Belloma
Junior:
1 - Caleb Bell
2 - Isaac Bell
3- Jacob Udovich
4 - Alexandria Neff
5 - Eli Bell
Intermediate:
1 - Madison Shaw
2 - Jacob Bell
3 - Madelyn Morrison
4 - Christina Caniglia
5 - Hailey Mart
Senior:
1 - Elizabeth Gallagher
2 - Zachary Newman
3 - Kaitlin Williams

4 - Michaela Hoffman
5 - Maddie McFarland
JUDGING
(first 5 places)
Pre-Junior:
1 - Levi Bell
2 - Olivia Morrison
3 - Abigail Bell
4 - Skorah Belloma
5 - Riley Werner
Junior:
1 - Isaac Bell
2 - Alexandria Neff
3 - Caleb Bell
4 - Jacob Udovich
5 - Alexis Comp
Intermediate:
1 - Lauren Turner
2 - Alyssa Neff
3 - Kaitlyn Flaherty
4 - Marlyna Borman
5 - Eva Gallagher
Senior:
1- Sydney Turner
2 - Megan Lawler
3 - Zachary Newman
4 - Laura Grant
5 - Hannah Cunnard
PRESENTATIONS
(first 5 places)
1 - Andrew Miles
2 - Addison Neff
3 - Elizabeth Gallagher
4 - Shiane Boyer

5 - Ashleigh Gentry
TEAM BREED ID
(first 4 places)
1 - Sarah Shaw, Abigial
Bell, Maddie McFarland,
Deanna Johns, Madison Shaw
2 - Amy Mayle, Madelyn
Morrison, Abigail O’Shell,
Shirlann Harmon
3 - Veronika Rodriguez, Dylon Eyth, Elizabeth, Greiner,
Eli Bell
4 - Isaac Bell, Caleb Bell,
Jacob Bell
TEAM JUDGING
(first 5 places)
1- Jacob Bell, Caleb Bell,
Isaac Bell, Asher Hoffman
2 - Alexandria Neff Addison
Neff, Alyssa Neff, Ayanna
Neff
3 - Erin Comp, Lauren Wilson, Lilly Hansbury, Shiane
Boyer
4 - Amy Mayle, Abby
O’Shell, Madison Shaw,
Madison Morrison
5 - Eli bell, Cassandra
o’shell, Jacob Udovich, MolliLyn Petro
MANAGEMENT
(first 5 places)
1 - 1- Holes:
1 - Andrew Miles
Average:
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1 - Veronika Rodriguez
2 - Madison Shaw
3 - Rebecca Coombe
4 - Samantha Mart
5 - Lauren Turner
Unlimited:
1 - Jacob Bell
2 - Isaac Bell
3 - Caleb Bell
4 - Eli Bell
5 - Abigail Bell
5 - Levi Bell
ACHIEVEMENT
(first 5 places)
Pre-Junior:
1 - Levi Bell
2 - Abigail Bell
3 - Riley Werner
Junior:
1 - Isaac Bell
2 - Caleb Bell
3 - Eli Bell
4 - Alexander Uciechowski
5 - Samantha Mart
Intermediate:
1 - Jacob Bell
2 - Madison Shaw
3 - Lauren Turner
4 - Bella Kobrzynski
5 - Joey Udovich
Senior:
1 - Veronika Rodriguez
2 - Shirlann Harmon
3 - Andrew Miles

Mid Atlantic Rabbit & Cavy Shows –
www.marcshows.com

Application for Associate Membership or
Renewal
Membership is by association only. Once a club is affiliated
with MARCS, all members of the club will be considered
associate members of MARCS.

Club Name:____________________________________________________________
Officers:

President:__________________________________
Vice-president:______________________________
Secretary:__________________________________
Treasurer:__________________________________
Directors:___________________________________________________

Secretary’s Address:_____________________________________________________
City:___________________________ State:________
Zip:__________________
E-mail Address:_________________________________
Associate Membership Fee:
-1 Year: $25
-2 Years: $40
-3 Years: $55
make checks payable to MArCs

please answer the following questions
Yes
Are you willing to hold benefit shows for MARCS?
Are you willing to hold raffles or auctions at your show to benefit
MARCS?
Are you willing to hold specialty shows for MARCS?
included are additional pages to complete:
-Membership Listing for MArCs Association (computer generated lists
acceptable as well)
Mail or e-mail completed applications to:

No

Dr. Jay Hreiz, MARCS Secretary
2604 Country Club Ln.
Charlotte, NC 28205
2013arbaconvention@gmail.com

History Awaits in the Keystone State!
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