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President: Brian Bell - marcspres@gmail.com
Vice President: Lori Jo Whitehaus - ljwhitehaus@gmail.com
secretary: Robyn Henry - rhenry523@gmail.com
treasurer: Charlene Everette - ckshair@charter.net

directors:
Ruth-Ann Bell - ruthann.sbfarms@gmail.com
Stephen Trent - stephentrent@cox.net
Brenda Smith - narrowgatefarm@msn.com
Mary Ellen Stamets - mrabbit67@yahoo.com
Melissa Deitrich -Fuzzibuttsrabbitryandcaviary@gmail.com

committee chairs

conVention: Brian Bell - marcspres@gmail.com
election: Angie Shaw - angieshaw@comcast.net
constitution: To be appointed
communications: Michelle Forry - mlganassi@yahoo.com
merchandise: Peggy Montgomery & Ayanna Jackson 
shows: Glenn Ganassi - GlennG-MARCS@zoominternet.net 
website: Alexa Bixel - auroralexdesigns@gmail.com
d9 youth contest teams: Ruth-Ann Bell - ruthann.sb-
farms@gmail.com & Gerry Vaerewyck - gv@vere.com
show adVice committee: Ruth-Ann Bell 

board of directors
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www.marcshows.com

Richmond Rabbit Breeders Association
North Carolina Cavy Breeders Association 

Charleston Fancy Rabbit Breeders Association 
Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breeders Association

Mid Atlantic Dwarf Hotot Club
Delmarva Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association

Blue Ridge Rabbit & Cavy Club
National Capital Rabbit Breeders Association 

Carroll County Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Asso, Inc.
Lebanon Valley Rabbit Breeders Association

Lebanon County 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Club
Majestic Mini Rex Specialty Club

Southern Pride Rabbit & Cavy Club
Baltimore & Howard Co. R&CBA

Chesapeake Regional Dutch Breeders Association
Color Me Dwarf Club

South Jersey Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Assoc.
York Co. Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association

Butler Bunni Bunch
Mason Dixon Rex RBA

Finger Lakes Rabbit Breeders Association
Butler Co. Rabbit Breeders 

Delaware Valley R&CBA
Apple Country Rabbit Club

Dauphin County 4-H Youth Club
Westmoreland County Rabbit Club of PA
Cayuga Lake Area Rabbit & Cavy Club

North Carolina Rabbit Breeders Association
Mid-Jersey Rabbit & Cavy Breeders

MeMbership expired:
Mid Atlantic Tan Club
Mid Atlantic Lop Club

Southeast Fuzzy Lop Club
Mid Atlantic Satin RBA

Southern Flemish Giant RSC
Tidewater RBA

Hare Raisers 4-H Youth Club
Lehigh Valley R&CBA

Mid Atlantic Cavy Breeders Association
Eastern States Polish Rabbit Club

Niagara Frontier Rabbit Club

affiliated clubs

NEED TO RENEW?
Send membership forms to 

Robyn Henry
MARCS Secretary 
725 Suter Street 

Johnstown PA 15905

The MARCS logo is the property of MARCS and may not 
be duplicated or used without the express permission of 

MARCS.

The officials MARCS newsletter prints the 15th of March, 
June, September and December. Content and advertising 
deadlines are the 20th of the month prior to publication. 
To submit an article or ad contact Michelle Forry at mlga-
nassi@yahoo.com or 814-521-9320.

Advertising Rates: 
$20 Full Page 
$10 Half Page 

$5 Quarter Page 

newsletter info
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Double Youth show bY Dauphin CountY 4-h Youth show

Double open show bY MiD atlantiC Rabbit & CavY shows (Marcs)
at the pennsYlvania FaRM show CoMplex

Full catalog at www.marcshows.com/shows

Join us Dec. 10

Our Honorable Judges – Rabbit: Tom Berger - IN, Bonnie Burdick - TN, G. Joseph Colucci – OH, Ryan Fedele – NY, 
Robert Frizzel - MD, James Goodrich – NY, John Graybeal - PA, Johnny Haussner - PA, George Long – PA, Hannah 

Reynard - OH, Kaitlyn Smith - NY, Mary Ellen Stamets - NJ, Eric Stewart - PA, Gordon Williams - IN 

Mail In – Rabbit $4.00 Per Show Fur $2.00 Per Show
MAIL DEADLINE DEC. 3TH 
EMAIL DEADLINE 9 P.M. DEC. 7TH. 
Day Of Show – Rabbit $6.00 Per Show Fur $ 3.00 Per Show

MARCS Open Sanctions
 American

American Fuzzy Lop
Angoras
Beveren

Argente Brun
Californian

Champagne D’Argent
Checkered Giant

Dutch
Dwarf Hotot

French & English Lops
English Spot
Flemish Giant
Florida White

Havana
Himalayan

Holland Lop
Jersey Wooly

Lionhead
Mini Lop
Mini Rex

Satin
Mini Satin

Netherland Dwarf
 New Zealand, Palomino, Polish

Rex
Silver Fox

Silver Marten
Tan

Thrianta 
Cavies

PaSRBA

Dauphin Youth Sanctions
American

American Fuzzy Lop
 Angoras

 Californian
Champagne D’ Argent

Crème D’ Argent
Dutch

Dwarf Hotot
Flemish Giant
Florida White

Giant Chinchilla
Havana

Himilayan
Jersey Wooly
English Lop
French Lop
 Holland Lop

Mini Lop
Lionhead
Mini Rex

Netherland Dwarf
New Zealand

 Polish
Satin and Mini Satin

Silver Fox
Tan

Thrianta
Cavies 

PaSBRA
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MARCS President’s Report
Hello everyone,
I write my column this issue with mixed 

emotions after coming back from San Di-
ego. As everyone knows by now, MARCS 
was not able to bring home the 2018 Con-
vention. Many people have approached me 
and other members of our team in “shock” 
and “disappointment” using their words. 
Below I will share two common questions 
our team has received over the last weeks 
as well transparently sharing the facts that 
I know.
The first question our team is asked is “Why didn’t the 

2018 ARBA Convention come to Harrisburg?” Honestly 
that is a question I cannot answer. What I do know is that 
our bid committee, headed by Lori Jo Whitehaus, did a 
fabulous job of submitting and presenting our bid for the 
2018 convention to the ARBA Board. It was very infor-
mative and very professionally done. After both bids were 
presented in San Diego, ARBA President Josh Humphries 
approach both bid teams, who were waiting outside the 
Board meeting room, and said both bids were very good, 
were two of the best the ARBA has seen and the conven-
tion will be going to the Pioneer Valley group in MA. No 
further explanation was given. It was later told to our team 
that after the bid presentations that there was no Board 
discussion concerning either bid (other than a short state-
ment by both the D7 & D9 directors) and that the Board 
moved forward immediately to a secret ballot vote. That is 
everything I know about what happened behind the closed 
Board room doors and the only individuals that can pro-
vide further details are your ARBA Board members.
The next question our team is asked is “Will MARCS 

be bidding for the 2019 ARBA Convention?”  The an-
swer to that question is no. MARCS has been fully in-
vested in preparing for the 2018 Bid and potential Con-
vention for about 3 years and this is no small effort. 
Our Board, bid team and partners at both the Hershey 
Harrisburg Visitor’s Bureau and the Pennsylvania Farm 
Show Complex invented many hours and bore the ex-
pense of this bid effort (both organizationally and per-
sonally). This is a huge undertaking and one that cannot 
just be done is a short period of time. MARCS also 
has a long term plan and 2019 does not fit within that 
plan. Most likely the next bid that will be presented 
by MARCS will be for 2023 but that will be further 

discussed by our Board. We will take this 
time to recover from this disappointment 
as well as to advance some of the other 
important MARCS initiatives that our 
Board wants to do for our organization 
and hobby. Our organization is comprised 
of a large number of talented individuals 
from all over our district and we will con-
tinue to achieve great things together.
Having said all of that, I want our district 

and organization to know that we congratu-
late the Randy, Sharon and the entire Pioneer 

Valley team and wish them success in hosting the 2018 
Convention in West Springfield, MA. MARCS is ready 
to answer questions and share advice as needed. Please 
considering supporting them as they move forward with 
a very busy next 2+ years planning and implementing the 
convention.
New club merchandise now available and Peggy and 

Ayonna have done a fabulous job getting that prepared. 
Many of you visited us at the MARCS show in Lebanon, 
PA where the merchandise was first available in our dis-
trict and we are now seeing the new club merchandise at 
our local shows. If you are interested in checking out our 
the merchandise please visit us at our booth at PaSRBA 
Convention or contact Peggy and Ayonna at peggy40@
comcast.net. The merchandise line will expand so if 
there is anything you are interested in, please be sure to 
let Peggy and Ayonna know.
The MARCS Board just met in early November and 

discussed the next initiatives our club will move forward 
with. Be sure to look for some exiciting anountements 
and opportunites on our Facebook page. We have also 
planned a face to face meeting Friday night of PaSRBA 
Convention for annual Board meeting. If there is any-
thing the membership would like us to discuss, please 
feel free to let one of us know. 
Be sure to keep in contact with your District Director or 

contact your officers with any feedback or questions. Until 
next time, stay connected with us between issues with the 
MARCS Facebook page www.facebook.com/MARCSS-
HOWS.
I hope everyone has a good fall and hope to see you in 

PaSRBA Convention in February 2017 and on the show 
table at the many breed specialty shows that MARCS will 
be hosting.
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MARCS Secretary’s Report

Hope everyone has had a fun and successful fall show season. Now it’s time to start 
gearing up for what may be long and cold winter. Over the next few months I will be 
working on membership renewals and compiling all the information needed to renew 
our charter with the ARBA. So don’t forget to talk about renewing your membership 
at your upcoming club meetings.  To renew, visit the MARCS website to download the 
membership renewal application. If you have any questions please feel free to email 
me at any time, and I will get back to you as soon as possible in regards to your ques-
tion. Hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season.

MARCS Vice President’s/Bid Chair Report
After the 2013 ARBA Convention (90th) 

was over, we immediately started talking 
about bidding for the 2018 ARBA Con-
vention (95th). After time to recover from 
hosting, we started assembling our team 
for the bid research. I worked closely with 
Brian and Ruth-Ann Bell, Michelle Forry, 
LuAnn Gallagher, Deb Schmittel, and Tori 
Perry. We also added Peggy Schaeffer-
Montgomery and Ayanna Jackson to the 
team. We all worked with Penny Brady of 
the Hershey-Harrisburg Regional Visitors 
Bureau and Sharon Atland of the Pennsylvania Farm 
Show Complex. As you know from other newsletters, 
all deadlines were met with great excitement for our 
convention plans.
Brian Bell described our experience in San Diego with 

the ARBA Board in his President’s article. 
I’m not sure what else to say. We were 
honestly shocked and disappointed when 
we learned that we did not get the bid. I 
wish I knew WHY we were not chosen but 
I have no idea what we could have done 
better. We were not given any suggestions 
by the ARBA Board for how to improve 
or why we were not selected. Exhausted 
and discouraged, we are not planning to 
bid for 2019 but will continue with our 
original plan for working towards 2023 

and the 100th ARBA Convention.
Thank you to everyone for your encouragement and 

support. It was a joy to prepare the bid. I truly enjoyed 
working with our team. We wish the best for the Pio-
neer Club as they work towards the 2018 Convention.

MARcs will be launching an online rabbit school early next year that 
will be free for members or MARCS affiliated clubs. The first class will 
be Promoting your club through Facebook. Watch our Facebook page 

for additional details. 
if you have a topic suggestion let Michelle Forry know. 

MLGanassi@yahoo.com

Starting in 2017
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Where has the year gone?  Too fast 
for me, I have been handling more than 
I ever thought would happen and with 
prayers and support have gotten through 
it all.
When you get this issue we will have 

a new President and Mayor, Congress, 
School board members and local Coun-
cilman for your area. 
It was nice to see everyone in PA in Oc-

tober and enjoy the two days there. We 
stopped in Thurmont MD on our way 
home and got our homemade pies. I can tell you they 
did not last long. The Apple Walnut was bombing and 
the Cherry pie was over the top. Wish I lived closer 
I would not be trying to duplicate these two recipes 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas. This group is always 
outstanding and willing to make you feel welcome. 
LVRBA and MARCS both put on an outstanding 
shows and the AWARDS were over the top. 
MARCS has had a board meeting and we have a lot 

going on. The main issue for me is any suggestion for 
a Youth Scholarship for helping out youth to conven-
tion with cost and a Higher Education Scholarship.
I have received a lot of information on the Youth 

Scholarship and working through what bits and 
pieces we can use from every Specialty club that 

has a Scholarship.  
Please email anything you want us to look 

at while writing these two Scholarships. 
Suggestion and ideas are always welcome. 
I’m reaching out to my own personal 
sources to help add the finishing touches. 
We plan to present our written report to the 
MARCS Board in PA for their blessing.
We will also need help at future shows 

from the youth and others to hold raffle to 
help fund these accounts. MARCS is mak-
ing a donation, but in order continue to 

offer these Scholarships we need to start building up 
these two accounts. 
As you know without the support from you, your 

membership and clubs we do not exist. It does not 
seem enough to say Thank you for all you do to keep 
us going.
I can tell you that I am truly blessed to have been al-

lowed to be part of this group. 
I do suggest however your make your reservation 

for PASRBA and INDY, these hotels are filling fast 
since it going to be larger than life and will creep on 
us sooner than we realize. 
As you know we were not awarded the Bid for 2018. 

We will support the ARBA host club in any way we 
can to make it a success.

MARCS Treasurer’s Report

MARCS Director’s Report: PA
Hello everyone, I trust that you are hav-

ing a great fall show season. I do not want 
to rehash the news and sentiments that 
have already been shared by both Brian 
and Lori Jo and my own Domestic Rabbits 
report regarding the 2018 Bid. It is time to 
move on and dive into the other initiatives 
that the MARCS Board has planned.
Elections are coming up for President, 

Treasurer, District 1 (Pennsylvania), Dis-
trict 3 (Virginia), and District 5 (North and 
South Carolina). While I do plan to run 
again, I won’t discourage anyone from getting a peti-
tion as well. The forms for the petitions can be found 
on our website. Serving as a member of this organi-
zation’s board has been a wonderful experience. The 

people with whom I serve all have a desire 
to grow the rabbit and cavy hobby/indus-
try within D-9. 
As we shift gears, please be watching for 

more information regarding youth schol-
arships. We have two areas that we would 
like to encourage our youth. The first area 
where we want to grow our youth is a 
scholarship to help get kids to the ARBA 
National Conventions.  While we are still 
in early planning for this scholarship, it 
is exciting to think about the kids we can 

grow with this endeavor. The second area that we are 
looking to encourage our youth is that of a higher edu-
cation scholarship. 

(Continued on Page 6)
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MARCS Director’s Report: PA
(Continued from Page 5)

We want to see our kids succeed in all areas of their lives 
beyond the rabbit and cavy world.
Another initiative that MARCS is exploring is online edu-

cation. This awesome idea was brought to us by Michelle 
Forry. Please be sure to be watching our FB Page for up-
coming events in this area.
The Fall ushers in a busy show time for our circuit. In 

October, MARCS hosted a double show in conjunction 
with the Lebanon Valley Rabbit Breeders. Numbers for 
both shows were up, which was quite exciting to see. 
On December 10th, MARCS will again team up with 

the Dauphin County Youth to bring a double open and 
double youth show. Please consider joining us for this 
growing show. Of course, don’t forget to mark your cal-
endars for the annual PA State Rabbit Breeders Asso-
ciation Convention which will be held on February 4th 
and 5th. MARCS will host numerous specialty shows in 
conjunction with the other many specialty shows and of 
course the all-breed show.
As we look to bigger and brighter days, I ask that you each 

find a way to get involved. Without your support, no club is 
able to succeed. Every club is always looking for more help. 
I hope to see you all soon. Until then, many blessings.

MARCS Director’s Report: VA, WV
Another convention is now history. I 

wonder how many people take time to 
really speak to the people you show and 
share your bunnies with. Its amazing how 
many people that we have shown with for 
years but really dont know them. I have 
taken on new assignments in my job and 
was unable to attend this convention this 
year. This is the 1st convention that I have 
missed in the last 11 years.
I heard a few complaints about the con-

vention being on the west coast. How many 
conventions have been on the other side of the Missis-
sippi and the west coasters always have to come east to 
attend?  Sometimes we need to walk in our brothers and 
sisters shoes. 
I understand that there are a couple of Flemish Giant 

breeders in our District that are selling out. I dont want 
to call any names but they will be greatly missed. I un-

derstand  that the LVRBA and MARCS 
show in October were super and both 
clubs had a record attendance. There were 
great judges. great show secretary in both 
shows and awards were outstanding for 
both groups. 
The Triple Crown in SC for ND. HL 

and JW was a great success. it was a nice 
building. a great lunch was provided by 
the group and showroom was excellent. 
Like I said. my job is very demanding 

right now and I haven’t been able to attend 
many shows. I was able to attend the shows in  Easton 
. MD  and APPLE County in Bigersville. PA  this fall.   
Both shows were well attended and ran very well. Since 
we did not get the bid for 2018. we are planning for 
2023 the 100TH to present to ARBA which is of course 
a few years away.  We will support the ARBA awarded 
host MA as we have support any other ARBA host.

Fuzzibutt’s Rabbitry & Caviary
Melissa Deitrich

English & Giant Angoras
Coronet’s, Peruvians and Silkies

fuzzibutts.com
fuzzibuttsrabbitryandcaviary@gmail.com

302-670-9912



8

The change of seasons is always a time 
I look forward to. For me, Fall is cooler 
temperatures, pulling out a favorite sweat-
er, burning candles, and pulling out my 
fiber  stash (angora rabbit fiber) and my 
spinning wheel. Not to mention explor-
ing the outdoors with crisper air, and those 
gorgeous leaves. 
The holiday season will be here before 

you know it. With Christmas just around 
the corner. It reminds me that many of you 
in this hobby that I love, are like family to 
me. The MARCS team has been fabulous to work with 
this past year. This group of dedicated individuals has 
so much energy and creativity.
With each show brings new challenges. A few weeks 

ago, I was at two different shows one in New York and 
the other in Pennsylvania. As a show secretary myself 
I know how stressful show day is with the mounds of 
paper work and the numerous questions that are asked 
by many. I quickly assessed the current situtation and 
politely offered my assistance by asking “what can I 
do to help you.” I was greeted with open arms on both 

occasions. All it takes is a few minutes to 
stop and help someone. In both instances 
each show had more than 100 day of show 
entries. I took the time to pitch in where 
needed. IF everyone could take just a few 
minutes to help the show staff in any way 
that is needed, it makes for a smoother 
show for everyone. Often times I hear 
the same old thing when trying to recruit 
someone to help “I don’t know how.” 
This is just an excuse! Everyone started 
somewhere. Everyone is WELCOMED to 

help and learn how to write for a judge (control sheets, 
comment cards, ramrod, or even transfer day of show 
entries or changes on the control sheets) many hands 
make the job so much easier!
While I attend Grand Finals in New York, the club had 

a silent auction. Many of the rabbits that were offered 
were Grand Champions, or eligible for their Grand 
Championships what a great way to get someone start-
ed off on the right foot by putting a quality animals in 
the raffle or auction. Kudos to the owners for donating 
such quality animals.

MARCS Director’s Report: MD, DE, DC

Netherland dwarf breeders
Located in Lebanon, pa

pixiehollowrabbitry.com
717-628-1133 
717-383-2749
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The holidays are approaching but 
MARCS has 1 more show before the year 
ends. On Dec. 12, 2016 MARCS will be 
having a double open rabbit & cavy show 
in conjunc’on with a double youth rab-
bit & cavy show by the Dauphin County 
4-H Youth Club. This has always been a 
very popular event and a great deal of fun 
just before Christmas. This show takes 
place at the PA Farm Show Arena. In Oc-
tober MARCS held a double rabbit and 
cavy show in Lebanon, PA and the turn-
out was huge. Entries were up from 2015. Tricia Go-
forth agreed to be the rabbit show secretary and Rose 

Marie White agreed to be the cavy show 
secretary.  Many thanks to both of you for 
outstanding jobs. Also don’t forget to start 
making plans for the PaSRBA show which 
will be held in Lebanon, PA on Feb. 4th& 
5th, 2017. Below is a list of the specialty 
shows that MARCS will be hosting. Don’t 
forget, if you need help with specialty 
shows when you are planning your 2017 
shows, MARCS is available to assist you 
in any way. I hope to see many of you in 
Harrisburg.

 If you are unable to join us there, Have a wonderful 
Holiday Season

MARCS Show Coordinator

American Open Sunday Only
American Chinchilla Open Saturday & Sunday
American Fuzzy Lop Open & Youth Saturday & Sunday
Argente Brun Open Saturday & Sunday
Belgian Hare Open Saturday & Sunday
Britannia Petite Open Saturday & Sunday
Californian Open Saturday & Sunday
Champagne d’Argent Open Saturday & Sunday
Checkered Giant Open Saturday & Sunday
Crème d’Argent Open Saturday & Sunday
English & French Lop Open & Youth Sunday Only
English Spot Open Saturday & Sunday
Flemish Giant Open Sunday Only
Florida White Open Sunday Only

Giant Chinchilla Open Saturday & Sunday
Jersey Wooly Open & Youth Saturday & Sunday
Lionhead Open Saturday & Sunday
New Zealand Open Sunday Only
Palomino Open Saturday & Sunday
Rhinelander Open Saturday & Sunday
Satin & Mini Satin Open Sunday Only
Silver Fox Open Saturday & Sunday
Silver Marten Open Saturday & Sunday
Standard Chinchilla Open Saturday & Sunday
Thrianta Open Saturday & Sunday

MARCS Shows at PaSRBA

MARCS Director’s Report: NJ, Foreign, non ARBA D9

MARCS Director’s Report: NC, SC  -- No Report

Greetings from New Jersey.  ARBA Convention is behind us.  Unfortunately, bid did 
not go as planned. Shows in New Jersey area are increasing.  Garden State is planning 
a big show in December.  They are planning many specialty shows.  
Wishing everyone the best for the coming New Year.
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Ask the MARCS Show Advice Committee
I love rules.  They tell me what I can ex-

pect.  Admittedly, I am not good at follow-
ing certain rules (I have a lead foot and 
deadlines are not always my friend - sorry, 
Michelle), but I really do love rules. 
 Rules keep life in order.  I understand 

that if I get pulled over because of my lead 
foot, I must suffer and accept the conse-
quences.  The police officer is trying to 
keep me and those around me safe.  Rules 
are also important when it comes to sports 
-- they create order and a fairness about 
the game or competition.
“Why on earth is she on a tangent about rules?” you 

may be asking yourself.  Much like the rules and laws 
of driving a car keeps us safe and the rules in a sports 
competition creates fairness, show rules create order 
and fairness in our hobby.  Rabbit and cavy shows are 
like one giant sporting event or highway. Each show 
secretary, superintendent, show staff member, exhibi-
tor, judge and even vendor are a part of the team that 
makes the game successful and the highways safe.  We 
each have an integral part and following show rules is 
extremely important.
For some reason, certain show rules seem to be harder 

to follow than others for some folks.  When the rules 
are not followed, or followed consistently, chaos en-
sues in its wake.  Over the next few issues we’ll take 
a closer look at the most common show rules that are 
broken and examine the problems that occur as a result.
 ARBA show rule section 23 refers to entries closing at 

a specified date and time, substitutions, and entry fees.  
This is probably the most abused rule.  On a weekly ba-
sis, exhibitors enter or arrive late to the show late.  For 
those entering late for a pre-entry show, it creates head-
aches for the secretary, especially if they have already 
printed the paperwork.  It’s also just not fair to those 
who enter by the deadline.  To combat this, many shows 
have started to do tiered entry fees.  Unfortunately, not 
all secretaries will adhere to their own deadline allow-
ing folks to enter late without a penalty.  This creates 
problems for those who do follow the rules as exhibi-
tors complain.
Deadlines must be strictly adhered to for day of show 

entries as well.  When exhibitors wait until the last min-
ute or secretaries continue to take entries past the dead-

line, chaos is sure to follow for the entire 
show team.  Day of show entries require 
much work to be done the morning of the 
show with sorting cards, figuring out exact 
animal numbers for judge workload, and 
getting the ball rolling.  
As exhibitors continue to push that 

threshold and secretaries allow it to hap-
pen, other exhibitors (and judges) become 
disgruntled, especially when it causes the 
shows to start late, which invariably oc-
curs.

Substitutions are at the discretion of the show sponsor, 
but cannot occur once judging begins.  This is another 
huge problem and an infraction on this rule happens on 
all sides of the show table. 
No changes should occur once judging starts.  It 

doesn’t matter how cute the little girl is whose animal 
has the wrong ear number or sex.  If the animal does 
not match the paperwork, it needs to be dq’d.  Judges 
cannot make changes, writers cannot make changes, 
and secretaries cannot make changes. When a blind eye 
is turned, again the plain of fairness has been crossed.  
Exhibitors need to be responsible to make sure that all 
check-in sheets are reviewed (many shows have started 
to send these in advance!!).
In the case of day of show entries, exhibitors need to 

make sure that their comment cards match their offi-
cial entry form that is handed into the secretary.  When 
changes are made at the table or comment cards do not 
match the entry form and the animals are judged, it is 
the responsibility of the show Secretary to scratch those 
animals from the show as they were not correctly en-
tered and exhibited.  Secretaries need to stick together 
on this.  Do not let the mentality of wanting to be nice 
to the exhibitors trump the rule.
Exhibitors please do not give secretaries a hard time 

when they follow the rules.  It is out of fairness for all 
that these rules were put in place.  It keeps us in our 
boundaries.
 Entry fees are the last area in Section 23 that needs 

to be examined.  The main problem with this show rule 
comes is unpaid email entries and bounced checks.  To 
combat the unpaid email entries, some clubs are start-
ing to use PayPal.  

(Continued on Page 11)
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(Continued from Page 10)
In some areas of the country, clubs have formed a co-

alition of sorts that if a person does not pay for their 
entry and does not attend the show, they are blacklisted 
from any shows in the coalition until they have paid 
for their entries.  Exhibitors must realize that addi-
tional judges are hired based on the number of entries 
received.  If payment is not received for those entries, 
it creates a financial burden on the club to pay for the 
additional judge.  Bounced checks are quite the head-
ache to deal with as it is fraud for an exhibitor to write 
money out of an account with insufficient funds.  Clubs 
are starting to institute steep bounced check policies to 
help deter this issue.  Again, in some areas the club co-
alition basically puts out an APB on folks who bounce 
checks -- particularly repeat offenders.

 Wow, one article on just one show rule.  But this im-
portant show rule has many facets that keeps the hobby 
fair for all and creates fewer headaches for show staff.  
As show staff, we need to be adhering to the rules, even 
in the difficult circumstances.  As exhibitors, we need 
to be following them as well. And when our human 
side of making mistakes on our entries takes place, we 
need to swallow our pride and recognize that the con-
sequences dealt to us is ultimately for the greater good 
of the hobby.
I don’t like it when I get a ticket (yes, it has happened 

once or twice, ok three times either going to or travel-
ing home from a show). I also don’t like it when the 
referee calls foul. But for the love of the hobby, let’s all 
play by the rules and stay within the limits whether we 
are a part of show staff, a judge, or an exhibitor.

Ask the MARCS Show Advice Committee

The quarterly MARCS newsletter has affordable advertising 
opportunities available. Contact Michelle Forry at mlganassi@yahoo.
com or 814-521-9320 to find out how this newsletter can help you 

get the word out.

See Your Ad Here
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Petition to run for a MARCS office 
Name________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_______________________________________________  State______________  Zip____________ 
 
Phone _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Qualifications: All elected officers and directors shall meet the following criteria, 

a. Be a principal adult member in good standing of an Associate Club with this association 
b. Be a current member in good standing of the American Rabbit Breeder’s Association, Incorporated 
c. Must reside in District 9 
d. Directors must reside in the region they represent. 

 
Duty descriptions can be found in the MARCS bylaws: http://www.marcshows.com/MARCS_ByLaws_V2.pdf 
 
Petition to run for the following office: 

 Vice President 
 Treasurer 
 Director 1 - Pennsylvania 
 Director 3 - West Virginia, Virginia 
 Director 5 - North Carolina, South Carolina 

 
Petitions require 10 signatures from associate members (member of an MARCS affiliated club).  It is recommend to 
obtain extra signatures (add extra pages if needed). 

Name Affiliated Club Signature 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
Mail or e-mail by March 15th to: 

Angie Shaw 
605 Lesentier Lane 
Harrisburg, PA  17112 
angieshaw@comcast.net 
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By MICHELLE FORRY

It started with a simple conversation at the 2015 West-
moreland Fair.
After years of not having a formal organized team 

meetings  a group of Westmoreland County 4-H Rabbit 
members decided they wanted to start really preparing 
for the Penn State Days’ Rabbit and Cavy Bowl Com-
petition.
Ten months later the team, Zach Farlow, Sabrina Hay-

ward, Hannah Cunnard and Abby Farlow placed 3rd in 
the 2016 competition.
“The thing that made me strive to make our rabbit 

bowl team into a top notch team was that I wanted all 
of us to improve from 2015 and possibly win,” Cunnard 
said. 
Zach Farlow served as the team’s captain.
“I just wanted all of us to improve,” he said. “I know 

we were knowledgeable. This year we were more con-

fident.”
The team started meeting once a month with coach 

Glenn Ganassi and Tina Danser. They did a variety of 
activities including a mock competition against team 
alumni.
“I felt more prepared and eager to compete when I walked 

into the rabbit bowl room this year,” Cunnard said.
(Continued on Page 14)

Westmoreland County youth 
making big plans for 2017
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Westmoreland
(Continued from Page 13)

Hayward was a first-year member on the team.
“When I started my goal was to learn for the future 

years of competition,” she said. “I just wanted to learn 
what to be ready for . My ambition is to do great in my 
rabbits due to it being my main focus in life other than 
schooling.”
Hayward said the competition was more intense than 

she expected. She said the round that put the team in the 
top six made her realize that the team was competitive.
“It showed me just how many youth take this serious-

ly and made me feel proud of my hobby and the people 
that take part in it with me,” she said.
Farlow said the 2016 competition made him more 

confident.
“I can do anything I set my mind to he said. 
Cunnard said that her favorite round was the final one 

when they fell to Dauphin County.
“I got really excited about the teams 3rd place win 

after our last round because it was close the whole way 
through and I was proud of us,” she said. “Being in this 
rabbit bowl team has made me more passionate and in-

volved in rabbits.”
The team took a month off for the fair, but quickly 

started meeting again. But now instead of the four the 
practices have grown to a much larger group – some 
wanting to join the 2017 team and younger members 
ensuring that there is a strong team to follow the current 
group.
“ I think that our team’s success definitely has encour-

aged new members to join the team,” Cunnard said. 
“ Next year we will have a much larger Westmore-

land County presence,” Hayward said. “Westmoreland 
County is going to take that trophy home. If not next 
year, than the year after.”
While the team is preparing for the 2017 state days 

competition they are also looking forward to the 2017 
Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breeders Association Roy-
alty contest. After years of not having anyone for the 
competition the team is being joined by six other coun-
ty rabbit enthusiasts for the largest group to ever com-
pete from Westmoreland County.
“I cannot wait to see what we all can do next year,” 

Cunnard said.
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congrats District 9 Youth competition Winners
T-Shirt Design Contest

National 2nd Runner-Up Madison Shaw
Management Contest Limited

District Winner -  Jacob Udovich 
Management Contest Average

District Winner - Madison Shaw
Management Contest Unlimited

District Winner  - Eli Bell 
Achievement Contest Junior
District Winner - Isaac Bell
National Winner - Isaac Bell

National 1st Runner-Up Eli Bell  
National 2nd Runner-Up Levi Bell  
National 3rd Runner-Up Caleb Bell  
Achievement Contest Intermediate

District Winner - Jacob Bell  
National 1st Runner-Up - Jacob Bell  

Achievement Contest Senior
District Winner - Shirlann Harmon  

National 3rd Runner-Up Shirlann Harmon  
Individual Breed ID Contest Junior
National 2nd Runner-Up Isaac Bell  
National 4th Runner-Up Caleb Bell  

Team Id Contest Junior

National Winner - Team Bell Caleb Bell, Eli Bell, Isaac 
Bell, Levi Bell  

Individual Contests Junior
National 4th Runner-Up Caleb Bell  

Team Contest Intermediate
National Winner - District 9 Intermediates Jacob Bell , 

Aidan Douglas, Jacob Udovich , Joey Udovich  
Team Judging Contest Senior

National 2nd Runner-Up - District 9 Seniors Kara 
Hutchison, Brianna Kelly, Andrew Miles, Madison 

Shaw  
Lord

ARBA Lord Levi Bell  
Lady

2nd Runner-Up Lady Abigail Bell  
Prince

ARBA Prince Isaac Bell  
1st Runner-Up Prince Caleb Bell  
2nd Runner-Up Prince Eli Bell  

Duke
1st Runner-Up Duke Joey Udovich  
2nd Runner-Up Duke Jacob Bell  

3rd Runner-Up Duke Jacob Udovich  


