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Affiliated Clubs

Baltimore & Howard Co. Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association
Blue Ridge Rabbit & Cavy Club
Broome County Rabbit Breeders Association
Butler Bunni Bunch
Carroll County Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association, Inc
Charleston Fancy Rabbit Breeders Association
Chesapeake Regional Dutch Breeders Association
Color Me Dwarf Club
Delmarva Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association
Eastern Carolina Rabbit Breeders Association
Eastern States Polish Rabbit Club
Finger Lakes Rabbit Breeders Association
Hare Raisers 4-H Youth Club
Lebanon County 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Club
Lebanon Valley Rabbit Breeders Association
Lehigh Valley Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association
Majestic Mini Rex Specialty Club
Mason Dixon Rex Rabbit Breeders Association
Mid Atlantic Cavy Breeders Association
Mid Atlantic Dwarf Hotot Club
Mid Atlantic Lop Club
Mid Atlantic Satin Rabbit Breeders Association
Mid Atlantic Tan Club
Mid Jersey Rabbit & Cavy Breeders
National Capital Rabbit Breeders Association
Niagra Frontier Rabbit Club
North Carolina Cavy Breeders Association
North Carolina Rabbit Breeders Association
Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breeders Association
Richmond Rabbit Breeders Association
South Jersey Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association
Southeast Fuzzy Lop Club
Southern Flemish Giant RSC
Southern Pride Rabbit & Cavy Club
Tidewater Rabbit Breeders Association
York Co. Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association

www.marcshows.com
Board of directors

President: Brian Bell - marcspres@gmail.com
Vice President: Lori Jo Whitehaus - ljwhitehaus@gmail.com
Secretary: Jay Hreiz - secretary@marcshows.com
Treasurer: Charlene Everette - ckshair@charter.net
Directors:
Peg Hailey - quivermom@comcast.net
Stephen Trent - stephentrent@cox.net
Brenda Smith - narrowgatefarm@msn.com
Mary Ellen Stamets - mrabbit67@yahoo.com
Melissa Deitrich - melynnoes@yahoo.com
Committee chairs
Convention: Brian Bell - marcspres@gmail.com
Election: Angie Shaw - angieshaw@comcast.net
Constitution: To be appointed
Newsletter: Michelle Forry - mlganassi@yahoo.com
Merchandise: To be appointed
MARCS Shows: Nicole Bortz - nikkisminis@yahoo.com
Website: Alexa Bixel - auroralexdesigns@gmail.com

Newsletter

info

The officials MARCS newsletter prints the 15th of March,
June, September and December. Content and advertising
deadlines are the 20th of the month prior to publication.
To submit an article or ad contact Michelle Forry at mlganassi@yahoo.com or 814-521-9320.
Advertising Rates:
$20 Full Page
$10 Half Page
$5 Quarter Page

Want to donate to MARCS?
All donations can be made payable to
MARCS and send it to
Dr. Jay Hreiz,
MARCS Secretary
8608 Sequoia Grove Ln.
Charlotte, NC 28214

The MARCS logo is the property of MARCS and may not
be duplicated or used without the express permission of
MARCS.
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MARCS President’s Report

Hello everyone,
webmaster Joyce Holton.
Summer has turned into Fall and quickI am excited to see where our website
ly Winter is approaching. I am not sure
will go as Alexa updates it to the newest
I am ready for the cold weather but it is
web technology.
certainly upon us.
On behalf of MARCS, I want to
Time to bundle up and batten down the
sincerely thank Joyce for her many
barns.
years of service as our webmaster for
MARCS had a successful fall show in
MARCS and the 2013 ARBA ConvenLebanon, PA in conjunction with our affilition. Joyce did a fabulous job keeping
ated club Lebanon Valley RBA.
us informed!!
Nicole is now preparing for the many
Thanks to everyone who has stepped
PaSRBA specialty shows, Feb 7-8 in Lebup to volunteer.
Brian
anon, PA, and some other specialty shows
Please remember MARCS is a 100
Bell
to be held conjunction with the Pawprints
percent volunteer run organization and
4-H youth club show on Jan 24th in Sickit would not exist without the support of
lerville, NJ. If you are interested in helping or have many dedicated volunteers. Please consider volunan idea where MARCS can partner with anther show, teering some of your skills and talents as we work
be sure to contact Nicole Bortz at nikkisminis@yahoo. together to better our hobby.
com.
We will be having some new and exciting opportuThe MARCS Board will be holding a meeting in nities upcoming as we continue to transition MARCS
early December to discuss some end of the year from a Convention focus to a Show Circuit.
business. Topics include 2015 elections, MARCS This may include educational, youth, and other opnon-profit status, potential investing, a potential portunities.
ARBA Convention bid, and some other new pro- Please visit www.marcshows.com as more ingrams we are considering launching.
formation will be posted as it becomes availIt is important we hear from our membership. Any able. Also don’t forget to stay connected via the
feedback or ideas you have, please contact your Di- MARCS Facebook page (https://www.facebook.
rector or one of the Officers.
com/groups/227985077387/).
On another note, MARCS has found a new web- We are always looking for new ideas and feedmaster. It is likely by time you are reading this is- back. Please feel free to contact me or any of your
sue of the MARCS Memo, that the new site will be Board members at any time with any questions or
launched. Alexa Bixel (auroralexdesigns@gmail. suggestions.
com) has taken over the website from our previous Hope to see you at the upcoming shows.

Briallu Rabbitry
Mini Rex and Florida Whites
Piper and Barbara Smith
Saylorsburg, PA USA
(570) 350-2076 - pesmith@ptd.net
briallurabbitry.weebly.com
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MARCS Vice President’s Report
I had the opportunity to serve as the
replies at every turn. My co-Secretaries
Trish Goforth and Steve John took their
Open Secretary for the recent MARCS
responsibilities seriously and we had a
all-breed show on Oct. 12 at the Lebanon
Expo Center.
great team.
We had a double show and I received
I was not able to attend the 2014 ARBA
a total of 997 entries in advance. I also
Convention in Fort Worth but enjoyed
following the action on Facebook.
had 209 day-of-show entries for a total
Many of us were texting and emailing
of 1206 in the two Open shows. We also
had strong numbers in Youth and Cavy
our memories of what WE were doing at
shows. Thank you to everyone who parthat time last year.
ticipated.
It’s hard to believe that a full year has
I want to give a special Shout Out to
gone by since we ran History Awaits in
Lori Jo
Nicole Bortz for her superb performance
the Keystone State.
as our new Specialty Show Coordinator.
I was proud to have been part of the
Whitehaus
leadership team for the convention and
This was her first show to coordinate and
she was ahead of the game and prompt in her email look forward to the possibility of doing it again.

MARCS Secretary’s Report
Hats off to the group that hosted the
to please discuss the topic of MARCS
91st ARBA Convention in Fort Worth,
membership with your home club.
Texas. The weather was almost perfect
Our show circuit is strong and successfor a convention weekend and I think we
ful because we had the support of 30+
can all agree that we as attendees felt
affiliated clubs under our organization.
quite welcome to the lonestar state.
The majority of affiliated memberships
It was fun to walk around the showwill expire at the end of this year.
room and observe how another club apIf you have any questions or concerns
proached certain issues and challenges.
about your current membership, please
Hosting an ARBA Convention is quite
feel free to contact me at 2013arbaconan undertaking and I think most of us invention@gmail.com.
volved with last year’s successful event
To renew, please visit our website
Jay
can attest that it was a welcome break to
www.marcsconvention.com where you
Hreiz,
VMD
simply attend a convention and not host
can download a renewal application.
one!
Have a very happy holiday season and
As the holiday season rolls around, I encourage you have a joyous and prosperous 2015.

MARCS Treasurer’s Report -- No Report
See Your Ad Here
The quarterly MARCS newsletter has affordable advertising
opportunities available. Contact Michelle Forry at mlganassi@yahoo.
com or 814-521-9320 to find out how this newsletter can help you
get the word out.
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MARCS Director’s Report: MD, DE, DC
while there seemed to be only a handful of
Hello fellow rabbit and cavy fanciers,
shows that included cavy shows. The more
I had the great privilege to attend Conthe merrier if there is enough volunteers.
vention this year.
One way exhibitors can help the shows
It was great to see many of my fellow exthey attend is by staying a little later to
hibitors from District 9 who made the trip
help break down the coops, tables and
south. A big SHOUT OUT to those youth
even help pick up trash off the floor. This
who had the opportunity and want to atwould mean a lot to the show committee
tend Convention.
that has volunteered there time after (day
Believe me I know how much studying,
before the show setting up, day of show at
practicing and playing judge it took to get
the crack of dawn to meet and greet you as
all of you AWSOME kids to convention. I
you arrive, and those of us who never get a
personally want to THANK all of the parMelissa
potty or lunch break as we run the shows)
ents and rabbit/cavy community who beDeitrich
by staying a few minutes later before your
lieved in you!
drive home.
With that being said, I can honestly say
that after attending the 90th Convention in Harris- Also please take the time to be a writer at your next
burg, PA last year nothing can compare. I have been show. By doing this the show can run smoothly. If you
approached by many rabbit/cavy enthusiasts who have have never been a writer, tell the judge so they can go a
asked me if MARCS will be hosting Convention again little slower if need be. Another thing to consider take
the time to assist the show secretary with day of show
in the future. We will just have to wait and see.
I have seen a slight rise of new cavy followers over scratches, changes or whatever else they may need help
the past few months. These exhibitors are well known with to make the show run smooth.
rabbit devotees and are now coming to the dark side, After all we are ALL volunteers and do have day/night
lol. I want to personally thank all of the rabbit clubs jobs but love the hoppy and the people we meet that we
that have been allowing/wanting cavy shows held in keep plugging along.
conjunction with there all-breed shows. I know for a Till we show again.

MARCS Director’s Report:

NJ, Foreign, non ARBA D9

MARCS members were well represented at the 91st ARBA Convention.
I hope everyone that was able to attend enjoyed themselves. I have met many new
exhibitors recently. We have a wonderful hobby and it is great to see new people discovering it. We need to encourage our new exhibitors. Looking forward to PaSRBA
in February.

Mary Ellen
Stamets

MARCS Director’s Report: WV, VA -- No Report
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MARCS Director’s Report: NC, SC
Hi everyone.
We had a great time in Texas seeing all of our MARCS friends. Our part of District 9
did well and held their own in competitions. Jeffery Olson and Fayth Young received
royalty call backs. Paige Smith received a judging call back and won the rabbit hopping contest.
Fayth and Jeffery also went up for Best in Show with a Mini Lop and a Angora respectfully. Paige won BOS with her Rhinelander.
May of our resident exhibitors had top 10 wins.
Hope everyone is staying warm getting out to take care of their bunnies. We are
looking forward to seeing everyone in Pa in Feb.

Brenda
Smith

MARCS Director’s Report: PA
The Cavy show in Texas was more than 600 strong. All of our breeds have exhibited
numbers compatible with survival and that produced a lot of relief for our exhibitors.
Michael Franke of Texas was the coordinator of all the cavy activities and he did an
outstanding job.
This being the year after our MARCS show in Harrisburg, it is fresh in our memory
of all the details involved. We say KUDOS to our Texas friends and counterparts.
Things never slow down in the rabbit/cavy world. We go from show season to show
season anymore and MARCS is maintaining a positive presence all around. Texas
also spurred a renewed interest in rabbits for my grandchildren as we came home with
trios of Velveteen Lops and Polish!
Holidays are coming up and then the beginning of it all again with Farm Show followed fast by the PaSRBA convention with the many MARCS specialty shows in
many breeds. See you all then!
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Peg
Hailey

MARCS Show Coordinator
Lops.
We have been quite busy with MARCS
The next show on the agenda is the eagerly
shows lately, past & present!
awaited Pennsylvania State Rabbit BreedOur most recent show was the Douers Association Convention. The PaSRBA
ble All Breed Open & Youth show that
convention will be the first full weekend in
MARCS hosted the Sunday after the LebFebruary, Saturday the 7th and Sunday the
anon Valley Fall Show. The Open, Youth
8th. Friday will offer youth contests, earand Cavy shows all had a wonderful turn
ly entries, and the opportunity to get your
out and were very well run. Thank you
animals situated in the showroom for a fun
to all the helpers who helped to make the
filled weekend of showing!
show a success and also to the exhibitors
MARCS will again have the opportunity
who came out to support the show! Perto host a number of breed specialty shows
haps we will all see another Pennsylvania,
Nicole
Saturday and Sunday.
or at least D9 Convention in the future!
Bortz
We are still in the process of getting the
While we enjoy our winter hiatus from
final list together, while working with other
shows, we all know how antsy we will be
come mid-January. We will all be ready to show and regional breed specialty clubs. If you are interested in
socialize with our long lost rabbit families that have having MARCS host a specialty show for your breed
on one, or both of these days, then please contact me
hibernated through the winter.
Well....Good News!!! The Paw Prints 4-H Club will at nikkisminis@yahoo.com. Please continue to watch
be hosting a Double Open all breed show on Saturday, Facebook for updates and communications, and also
Jan. 24, 2015 in Sicklerville, NJ. This is a great op- check the MARCS website as it undergoes its upcomportunity to get back into the swing of shows before ing renovations. The website address is: www.marcPaSRBA! In addition to the Double All Breed Shows, shows.com/
MARCS will also be hosting open specialties for: Ha- As always, if you know of any other shows that would
vana, Holland Lop, Mini Lop, Mini Rex, Netherland be interested in having breed specialty shows hosted by
Dwarf and also a Lop Specialty for English & French MARCS let me know :)

MARCS BIS/RIS Corner
Roger ’s Spark

GC Briallu Dancing
Queen

GC Briallu Lolita

GC Briallu Gone Girl

BIS at Tri-State RBA
BIS at Acton RBA Show A 2nd RIS at MARCS Show A RIS at Central Alabama RE
Owner: Marianne Schultheis Owner/Breeder: Piper
Owner/Breeder: Piper
Owner/Breeder: Piper
Breeder: Heidi Marhsall
and Barbara Smith
and Barbara Smith
and Barbara Smith
Member of Majestic Mini Members of Majestic Mini Members of Majestic Mini Members of Majestic Mini
Rex
Rex
Rex
Rex
To be included in this feature contact Michelle at mlganassi@yahoo.com
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Bell boys win big at 2014 convention
By MICHELLE FORRY
Jacob, Caleb, Isaac, Eli and Levi Bell truly need no
introduction.
The five boys have grown up the hobby following in
the footsteps of their parents, Ruth-Ann and Brian Bell,
and winning multiple state and national royalty titles
along the way.
The brothers, who live in Pennsylvania and are members of the Dauphin County 4-H Fur and Feathers Club,
enjoy making friends and learning all they can about
rabbits and cavies.
Jacob Bell won the ARBA Duke title at the Texas convention.
He enjoys learning, making new friends and competitions – especially royalty competitions. Showmanship
used to be his favorite component of the royalty competition.
“Now that I’ve grown kind of older judging is probably
my favorite and breed ID,” the 12-year-old said.
Jacob was the 2014 PaSRBA’s and ARBA Prince. He
was also PaSRBA prince in 2012 and 2013.
“My goal was to win PaSRBA Prince three times in a
row,” he said. “It was a lot of hard work.”

In Texas Jacob also was the district 9 winner for intermediate achievement and 3rd in the nation.
Jacob started out showing Havanas.
While he still has a few Havanas his breed is Silver
Fox.
“They are a rare breed and not as confusing to judge,”
he said. “They also have a unique fur type.”
His current goal is to win PaSRBA Duke. In the future, he would like to follow in his mother’s footsteps.
“I want to become a judge and go overseas to judge,”
he said. “My mom judged in Japan, Thailand and Australia. I would like to do the same thing. And judge over
here of course.”
(Continued on Page 9)
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(Continued from Page 8)
Jacob wasn’t the only Bell to bring
home a national royalty title from
Texas.
Nine-year-old Issac won Prince in
his first year competing in that division.
“I like showmanship,” he said.
“I like holding my rabbit in front
of people when they ask me questions.”
While in Texas Issac joined his
family helping to set up and tear
down the showroom.
“I did more set-up than tear down,”
he said.
Issac also enjoyed participating in
the youth educational projects. He
was the district and national winner
for the junior management achievement.
“I like management because they
look at your application and you
say how you take care of your animals and things like that,” he said.
“I entered a rabbit cage, a poster and
some stuff that can help you with
management.”
Issac raises New Zealands and a
few Havanas.
“I like that they are a big breed,”
he said. “My New Zealands are very
calm.”
Isaac would like to become a judge
in the future, like his mom.
“I like to watch her judge,” he said.
“I like to write for other judges too.
It helps me in my royalty contests
and in breed ID so I know what the
colors are.”
Issac enjoys studying for royalty
contests with his brothers.
“Actually it is pretty easy for all of
us,” he said. “We all study together
and we know a lot of people we can
study with. We do a lot of studying.”
Issac said he is looking forward to
competing for Prince at PaSRBA.
(Continued on Page 10)
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(Continued from Page 9)
But his studying partners are among his toughest competition.
Caleb was the 2nd runner up for Prince at the Texas
convention an won 2nd place in showmanship.
“It’s fun,” he said of competing. “You get to know
nice rabbits and the beauty of them. You can also get to
know other people.”
Caleb prefers Breed ID.
“I can learn new varieties and more breeds,” he said.
Caleb raises guinea pigs, Tans and Havanas. His favorite is Tans.
“(Tans) are a small running breed and I love their color
and their markings,” he said. “(Havanas) are very nice
and calm. And I like the texture of their fur.”
Two breeds is pretty manageable compared to the rabbit goal he had when he was younger.
“When I was little I used to want all the varieties of
every rabbit in every breed,” he said. “I found out when
I got older I couldn’t do that goal.”

Now his goals include dissecting a rabbit and becoming a 4-H leader. He would also like to own a Silver.
“They are the only breed with a variety that is brown,”
he said. “I really want to get them.”
Eli, 8, was 3rd runner up for ARBA Prince in Texas.
He raises American cavies and Havanas
“They have soft fur and they are cute when they are
babies,” he said.
Eli enjoys showing rabbits because kids and participate in royalty and other competitions.
“It’s exciting,” he said. “You can learn a lot of things.”
Eli was third runner up in Cavy management and PaSRBA Lord. He enjoyed studying in the car on the way to
Texas with his brothers and friend Veronika Rodriguez.
Six-year-old Levi is hoping to follow in his brothers’
footsteps.
He enjoys showing Havanas and competing in royalty
contests. He said that he likes to study with them and
would like to be a judge some day. He also likes helping out in the barn and making new friends.

Saylorsburg, PA
(570) 350-2076
pesmith@ptd.net

Briallurabbitry.weebly.com
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2014 ARBA Convention Youth Awards

Achievement national
Junior
3rd runner-up: Eli Bell (PA)
1st runner-up: Caleb Bell (PA)
Winner: Isaac Bell (PA)
D-9 winner: Isaac Bell (PA)
Intermediate
3rd runner-up: Jacob Bell (PA)
D-9 winner: Jacob Bell (PA)

National
that Francesca Reilly has been on
2nd runner-up: Maddie Shaw (PA) the winning judging team)
Winner: Veronika Rodriguez (PA)
D9 winner: Veronika Rodriguez Royality
(PA)
Lord
3rd runner-up: Eli Bell (PA)
Unlimited Management
D-9 winner Lauren Turner (PA)
Lady

2nd runner-up: Samantha Mart
Breed ID
(PA)
Senior
1st runner-up: Renee Susich (MD)
Senior
Prince
D-9 winner: Elizabeth Gallagher
4th runner-up
Jacob Ugorich
Team Breed ID
(PA)
(MD)
Intermediate
2nd runner-up Caleb Bell (PA)
2nd runner-up: PA Madi Shaw,
Cavy management
Lauren Turner, Maddie Morrison, Winner Isaac Bell (PA)
National
Jacob Bell
3rd runner-up: Eli Bell (PA)
Duke
2nd runner-up: Samantha Mart (PA)
Winner Jacob Bell (PA)
Showmanship
D-9 winner: Samantha Mart (PA)
2nd runner-up: Caleb Bell (PA)
Queen
Unlimited management
3rd runner-up KatYa Ivanovski
Team Judging
National
2nd runner-up: D9- Maggie Hoff- (PA)
2nd runner-up: Sydney Kent (PA)
man PA, KatYa Ivanovski PA, 2nd runner-up Renee Susy ( MD)
D-9 winner: Sydney Kent (PA)
Francesca Reilly VA, Matt Nock
Average management
PA (This is the 3rd year in a row Adult volunteer shirts—Erin Drake
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Shots from the Lonestar State
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Shots from the Lonestar State
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MARCS Affiliated Club Profile

Richmond Rabbit Breeders Association
The Richmond Rabbit Breeders Association was chartered in 1941.
Seventy-three years later the club has 32 members,
including youth members. The club holds two shows
a year – a double open show in March and a double
open and youth show in December. The club also holds
several specialty shows in conjunction with their December
While the club currently does not have any cavy
members they have held cavy shows in the past. show.
Exhibitors at their shows often notice the size of their
trophies. The club is proud of their large trophies. The
BOB is about 12-inches tall with a large rabbit on top.
The BOS is the same, but shorter since there is no rabbit on top. The BIS and reserve trophies stand 24-inches tall with gold and silver rabbits on top.
The club has worked hard to maintain membership.
At one point a group split off and formed another club,
but after some time, that one folded. Working against
the club is a decreased number of rabbit breeders in
Virginia.
Tommy Smith, the club’s oldest member joining in
the 1940s, recently passed away. He had more than 60
years raising and promoting rabbits. During his career
he raised checkered giants, standard chincillas, netherland dwarfs and polish rabbits. He worked as building
superintendent for the rabbit tent at the state fair for
about 50 years. He had recently retired from that post,
handing it off to another Richmond club member. Currently there is no rabbit show at the fair, but club members are working to bring that show back. Tommy will
be missed by the rabbit industry and club members.
The club is a strong supporter of local organizations,
such as Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens. Club members have brought rabbits to events at the gardens for
the public to see. Members have also taken rabbits to
public schools and other events.
To find out more about the Richmond Rabbit Breeders Association visit the club’s website at richmondrba.
weebly.com or find them on Facebook. They are currently looking for someone to keep those up-to-date.
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Mid Atlantic Rabbit & Cavy Shows –
www.marcshows.com

Application for Associate Membership or
Renewal
Membership is by association only. Once a club is affiliated
with MARCS, all members of the club will be considered
associate members of MARCS.

Club Name:____________________________________________________________
Officers:

President:__________________________________
Vice-president:______________________________
Secretary:__________________________________
Treasurer:__________________________________
Directors:___________________________________________________

Secretary’s Address:_____________________________________________________
City:___________________________ State:________
Zip:__________________
E-mail Address:_________________________________
Associate Membership Fee:
-1 Year: $25
-2 Years: $40
-3 Years: $55
make checks payable to MARCS

Please answer the following questions
Yes
Are you willing to hold benefit shows for MARCS?
Are you willing to hold raffles or auctions at your show to benefit
MARCS?
Are you willing to hold specialty shows for MARCS?
Included are additional pages to complete:
-Membership Listing for MARCS Association (computer generated lists
acceptable as well)
Mail or e-mail completed applications to:

No

Dr. Jay Hreiz, MARCS Secretary
2604 Country Club Ln.
Charlotte, NC 28205
2013arbaconvention@gmail.com

History Awaits in the Keystone State!
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